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number of arrests reported by law enforcement agencies 
and may not reflect everyone arrested for every offense. 
Table 13.1, though not a full list of offenses, provides an 
overview of some offenses committed by gender, age, 
and race and Hispanic origin. Select findings show that 
male juveniles are arrested in higher percentages than 
female juveniles; children under the age of 15 commit 
a significant amount of delinquent acts; and American 
Indians are arrested at rates lower than other races and 
Hispanic origins for most offenses.

Female Offenders: 
Violence and Arrests

In 2014, 29% of the juvenile arrests involved female 
offenders.21 The gender disparity in arrests is even more 
apparent when focused on violent crimes, as male juve-
niles are arrested for violence in higher percentages.  
In 2014, female juvenile arrests included 8.0% for mur-
der, 18.6% for violence, and 34.6% for property crimes.22 

Table 13.1  n � Uniform Crime Reports: Juvenile Arrests in 2014, Percentages and Rates per 100,000 for  
Select Offenses and Populations

Offense

Estimated 
Number 
of Juvenile 
Arrests

Percentage of  
Total Juvenile Arrests Rate of Juvenile Arrests per 100,000

Female
Younger 
Than 15

Hispanic/
Latino 

(any race)

White 
(age 

10–17 
only)

Black 
(age 

10–17 
only)

American 
Indian 
(age 

10–17 
only)

Asian 
(age 

10–17 
only)

Murder and nonnegligent 
manslaughter

511 8 8 27 1.2 7.9 1.1 0.4

Rape 2,432 4 39 22 8.4 19.8 4.0 0.8

Robbery 13,260 10 20 21 21.2 253.4 18.1 9.2

Aggravated assault 22,211 25 33 27 65.7 233.4 53.6 19.4

Burglary 29,528 12 28 27 90.1 307.8 61.0 23.8

Vandalism 33,832 16 39 25 129.0 208.1 103.5 21.6

Weapons 14,798 11 34 32 47.3 150.5 23.2 15.3

Driving under the 
influence

5,234 25.8 2.2 25 24.7 7.5 21.7 6.0

Drug abuse violations 80,741 21 16 29 329.3 470.3 258.3 76.7

Liquor laws 40,231 40 9 17 183.1 70.1 274.7 34.8

Curfew and loitering 40,028 28 32 25 108.0 449.3 95.7 35.2

Source: Adapted from Federal Bureau of Investigation. (2015). Table 37: Current year over previous year arrest trends by sex, 2013–2014. In Crime in the United 
States 2014. Retrieved from https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-the-u.s/2014/crime-in-the-u.s.-2014/tables/table-37. Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
(2015). Table 36: Current year over previous year arrest trends: totals, 2013–2014. In Crime in the United States 2014. Retrieved from https://www.fbi.gov/ 
about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-the-u.s/2014/crime-in-the-u.s.-2014/tables/table-36. U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Office of Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention. (n.d.). Statistical briefing book. Retrieved from http://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/. Federal Bureau of Investigation. (2015). Table 43: Arrests 
by race, 2014. In Crime in the United States 2014. Retrieved from https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2014/crime-in-the-u.s.-2014/tables/table-43.

A wave of juvenile delinquency in the 1990s resulted in more 

punitive laws. Why did the idea of the superpredator have such 

great appeal to politicians and the public?
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